President/Secretary report for AGM Sunday13th August 2006
Introduction

At the outset let me thank all the members of our community who have been faithfully contributing in different ways to sustain the life and services of Hindu Cultural Society in Bradford. The year 2005/6 began with positive and sound thoughts from the President Mr Baldev Krishen. In his opening remarks in the first monthly meeting of the Society in June 2005 he highlighted the importance of loyalty, honesty and willingness from all elected members as they begin their tenure to work for the Society. This was because he saw the year ahead as a very important year in the history of our Society. He knew that important and decisive decisions have to be made on New Mandir project
 The New Mandir project team was led by Mr. A P Dharni, other members included Mr. Ashok Nair (joint coordinator), Mr. Kamaljit Sharma (joint coordinator), Mr. Baldev Krishen, Mr. Pradip Bose, Mr. Sandeep Gupta, Mrs. Saroj Joshi and Mrs. Pushpa Prabhakar have all worked hard. We want to thank everyone including some committee members attending as observers for all their participation in this Project. 
Our sincere thanks also go to the members of public who responded generously to the Tsunami Appeal made on behalf of the Indian Prime Minister in the our Mandir. A total of £3500 was collected and a cheque was sent to the Prime Ministers office in India.

Let me now highlight the following areas of our life and work in Bradford.
(1) Funding – Construction of the New Mandir - fund raise through celebrations and special donations
Our funding £98,000 was approved by Regen 2000. We had used part of this money for the clearance of Basi Plumbers site, to make way for the construction of the New Mandir, new Community/Sports Hall and car park. A tender had gone out for the clearance site. We had selected Sphinx as our contractor from a list of Tenders.

As in previous years we have been celebrating Diwali festival in our Temple and dinner at Hilton hotel Bradford. 

The festival of Deepawali was celebrated in the Mandir in the presence of radio artist Mr. Ravi Sharma from London. A sum of £17080 was collected on that day.
 Bhojan & Prashad was donated by Nayyar and Bhalla families. We extend our special thanks to them on behalf of the Management Committee. 

The cultural and social programme was held in Hilton hotel in Bradford. It was held in the presence of deputy high commission of India Mr. Ranjan Mathai, local MP’s and councillors and local dignitaries. It was equally successful. We made £5181 profit from this event, including profit from sponsorship of Diwali radio. A special thanks to everybody and especially to Mr A. P Dharni who made this event successful. 

New Year 2006 brought the first of the Hindu festival of Lohri. It was a very happy occasion for everybody.  It was very special for two families namely Mrs Rupinder Sharma & family and Mr. & Mrs. R.P. Johar & family. Both families celebrated birth of their grandsons in the Mandir. A total income of £317 was received by the Mandir on this auspicious occasion.

Late January and early February saw short listing of our main contractors. Six main contractors were short listed and interviewed from a list of 13 who responded to our advertisements for the main Tender placed in the paper in October 2005.

Maha Shivratri was also celebrated by all Shiv devotees on Sunday 26th February 2006. The total donation of £1790 was collected on the day. Thanks to everyone who attended the evening Puja and special thanks to our prohit ji, Dr. Shakti Dhar Sharma who conducted both the morning and evening Puja ceremonies.

Tender for the New Mandir was awarded to Brenville Construction at a price of £2,520,541in March 2006. The work commenced on 1st June 2006. It is a twelve months contract. The New Mandir will be a state of art, full of electronic gadgets. You will be able to see live programmes including weddings through its website anywhere in the world. The building will be of a very high standard with life expectancy of over 300 years. 
Bhumi Pujan on 10th May 2006 saw the launch of the New Mandir Project. Many members took part in the Havan ceremony. Dr Shakti Dhar Sharma performed the ritual ceremony.
 On Sunday 14th May 2006 there was the Stone laying ceremony. Mr. Ravi Sharma was invited to grace the occasion. Mr Ravi Sharma officially launches the fund raising campaign of the New Mandir on this day. The programme went live on Sunrise Radio Yorkshire. We are grateful to Mrs. Usha Parmar for making this live broadcast possible.

There were total of 6 Bhagwati Ki Chownkys from June 05 to July 06 celebrated in the Mandir. All Chownkys were done by Mr. Yash Pal Bhalla and Radha Krishan Mandeli. Our special thanks go to Mr. Yash Pal Bhalla and members of Radha Krishan Mandeli and many devotees who made these Chownkys successful. 

Gym ladies, Kitty Party ladies and Indian Women Association have also been busy in raising funds for the New Mandir. Gym ladies are organising the recitation of Shree Sunder Kand Path every Saturday evening. They have collected £501 through recitation of Path and £500 through organising a Charity Party. The Path is continuing and we will soon be awarded with further contributions. 
Kitty Party ladies have pledged £11000. They have given £5500 by organising Charity dinners and now are busy making and selling food from Mandir. They buy the ingredients for the preparation of food from their own pockets. 
Indian Women Association has pledged £5000. They have already given £2500 through organising Charity Parties. Further funds are on the way from them.
We thank all the ladies for their hard work in raising funds for the New Mandir.
The Society has set up Direct Debit as part of their fund raising campaign. Any person who wishes to donate money can send money/cheque direct to the Society or through the Bank. Direct Debit forms can be down loaded from Society’s website or collected from the Society’s office. Every local Hindu family has been targeted by the Society’s fund raising committee. A special brochure has been sent to every Hindu household. Hindu business man/women have also bee targeted near and far. A List of elite persons has been drawn up and personal visits to them will be made by the Society’s members. We are grateful to everyone who is donating money to the New Mandir.
(2) Concern over preserving our cultural heritage – Appreciation to those who serve ceaselessly and remain loyal to the society  
The Society had some deep thoughts about our children. To safe guard their future and our Hindu dharma we had started teaching children to read and write Hindi and learn about our Hindu dharma. We sought the services of Mrs Krishna Sirivastav, Dr Shakti Dhar Sharma (our prohit ji), and Mrs Kailash Sharma. The Hindi class now is run by Mrs Hemla Gulati. There is a Youth Club. This is run by Mrs Shashi Sharma, Mrs Molly Bose and Mrs Poonam Joshi on Sunday. We thank and appreciate everyone’s sincere dedication.
The second religious programme held in 2005 which also proved to be a very popular was Shrimad Bhagwat Saptah Katha Gyan Yagya. This was hosted by Acharya Swami Jyottrimayanand Sarawati ji Maharaj in early September 2005. It was a 7 day event and Swami Ji recited whole of the Shree Bhagwat Katha in this time. The first day was a very unusual in Society’s history in that Swami ji led the procession outside the Mandir with the devotees carrying the Shree Bhagwat on their heads in turn around the perimeter of the Mandir.

Ram Navmi was celebrated on 6th April 2006. Shree Ramayan Path was read over two days and Lord Ram Ji birthday was celebrated. 

We also like to thank our volunteers who do an invaluable service to the Society and without their help we will not function properly. Our appreciation and special thanks go to Mrs. Santosh Bhardwaj (kitchen), Mrs. Saroj Joshi (kitchen), Mrs. Shakuntala Sharma (kitchen), Mrs. Anuradha Nair (opening GYM for 2 years), Mrs. Nina Bhardwaj (kitchen), Mrs. Rupinder Sharma (kitchen), Mrs. Janak Kapila (kitchen), Mrs. Komal Bhardwaj (Hindi class), Mr. Keemitlal Prabhakar (electrical & handyperson) and Mr. Sarwan Singh (handyperson). 
As a goodwill gesture and loyalty to the Society, the Society offered their ordinary member to either upgrade his/her membership to life member of the Society or for a life member to make a close member of his family a life member of the Society, on the condition that the relevant member of the house hold had donated £500 or more to the Shilyanas ceremony held in 2002. The application was restricted to one per household. Many members took this offer.
Mr Subash Dharni has taken over the position of religious coordinator. His duties also involved sharing with Mr. Kamal jit Sharma as stage secretary. We are grateful to both of them. Shree Krishan Janamashtami, one of most popular Hindu festival was held in August 2005. It was celebrated with an 8 day programme in the Mandir from Saturday 20th August to 28th August 2005. The programme was celebrated in the presence of Her Holiness Dr Bageeshwari Devi & Shree L D Shastri and Shree Dr Shakti Dhar Sharma. It proved to be a hugh success.  
(3) Congratulation to Mr. A. P. Dharni
At the Diwali celebration in Hilton Mr A P Dharni was awarded by the Hindu Community in recognition of his hard work in the community. He was presented with a gift as mark of respect by Mr Baldev Krishen (President) and Mr Ashok Nair (Secretary) on behalf of the H.C.S committee and its members.
We were pleased to learn that Mr. A P Dharni was recognised by Bradford Council and received a life time achievement community harmony award.
(4) Constitution Amendments and Administration
The amended constitution of Hindu Cultural Society was drawn up and shown to the committee members for their approval. It was then sent to the charity commission for their approval. We sought the help from Ms Helen Black (Deputy Director) and Mr Anthony Clipson (Director) of CVS Bradford. We are grateful to both of them. At the moment the Society is thinking seriously of becoming a company by limited guarantee. Many advantages will be gained from this. The H.C.S members are involved in the multi million construction of the new Mandir and in future may involve themselves in the construction of the Community Centre /Sports Hall. The liabilities from these are very high. The formation of a company will limit Directors in their liabilities since all assets of the Society will be transferred to the company. I have invited  Mr. Anthony Clipson to speak on this matter. 
SKCC was officially dissolved at the Hindu Cultural Society’s management committee meeting held on Thursday 16th March 2006. The amended constitution will incorporate this dissolution. Furthermore the amended constitution will have room for expansion of the Society’s future plans. We will be able incorporate into the constitution the new Sports Hall/Community Centre as and when needed.
We are happy to report that we have finally got our website up and running. We are grateful to Mr. Saikat Ghosh who designed it and even paid first years rent. We are also thankful to Mr. Pradip Bose for all his help in making this possible. Our website is www.bradfordhindumandir.org you will be able to read the progress reports of our New Mandir regularly and be able to access other important information.
(5) Obituary

This year we were grieved by news that Mrs. Shanti Sharda, Mrs. Sudesh Kalia and Mrs. Widhya Wanti Kohli passed away. They all will be missed by the community for their valuable contribution to the progress of the Mandir and love for their community. We pray to Lord Krishna to grant their souls eternal peace.
(6) Visits and community cohesion 

We have two visits from the High commission of India every year.  This has now been increased to three times a year due to heavy public demand. We thank all the volunteers who come and give valuable time and make these surgeries successful. We also appreciate all the efforts by Mr. A P Dharni who organises the surgeries. 
To build strong community cohesion and better understanding, we arrange to provide the cultural, social and religious information to the different faith groups and communities in the Temple. In the past year, there were 300 visits made by other faith and social groups from various places. We will continue to promote respect for different religions and cultures in the Bradford district. 

(7) Shree Krishna Community Centre

The SKCC made considerable progress in enhancing and developing the new programme of activities with the help of local and national organisations. The attendance is continuously rising as is the interest and acclaim of services it provides. In the recent years we have been involved in placing of some of the policies and procedures required by the Council. We have implemented six of the quality areas of work as recognised by PAQSSO. We will continue to work to achieve the other six areas in the future.

We also have started Arts and Craft activities initiated by active ageing and volunteering development worker, Mr Shaun Green. Tina Butler and other members from the Age Concern are very helpful in shaping the activities for the elderly. Mrs Tina Butler from Age Concern has also helped us to apply for the financial support to pay for these activities. We really appreciate her assistance. We also run pension surgery once a month at our premises for any pension related enquiry. 

In promoting the well being and better health of the elderly, it is important to provide information and insight of certain ailments for example arthritis, diabetes, high blood pressure etc. To support and help to ease these ailments we have sought professional help and arranged 20 sessions of chiropody, reflexology and foot care massage in our Centre once a week. We will continue to arrange these sessions in the future as they proved to be very popular and beneficial to the elderly. We have taken initiatives to arrange local shopping trips, visits to seaside, Whitby and Blackpool and to popular cities like Leicester and London in the last year.
Mr. Ashok Nair had placed an application to Awards for All to replace broken furniture in the elderly day centre and some money for the massage classes for the elderly ladies. We were fortunate to have been awarded £5000 in May 2006. Mrs Archana Shukla who also helped in this application is now busy organising the massage classes for the ladies.

Last year we were fortunate to organise a linking community, building friendships, trip to Blackpool. The SKCC linked with the elderly day centre of Guru Nanak Sikh Temple on Wakefield Road Bradford. We got £300 grant from Diversity Exchange. Our special thanks to Miss Julie Whiting for this.
We like to thank our SKCC staff, Mr. Shyam Shukla (coordinator), Mr. Kuldip Singh (coordinator) and Mrs. Archana Shukla (health support worker) who have worked hard through out the year in providing the above services. Thank you also to our kitchen staff, Mrs. Gyan Kaur, Mrs. Palo Kaur, Mrs. Janak Kapila and Mrs. Ravinder Kaur (also cleaner) for looking after the elderly and in the preparation of food and maintaining a cleaner environment. Finally I would like to thank Mr. Bhagubhai Patel for transporting the elderly to and from their residence five times a week safely.
Conclusion  
Once again we thank all of you for all your help and support through out the year. Our special thanks to our prohit ji, Dr. Shakti Dhar Sharma ji, who oversees our Mandir activities through out the year. As we write this report we are pleased to report that the construction of New Mandir is on time. Monday 7th August 2006 saw the delivery of Steel. We will soon see the structure of the New Mandir being built. It will be very good news and an eyesore for everyone. 
Tuesday 8th August 2006 brought an unexpected visit from His Holiness Swami Ramdevji Maharaj to our Mandir. We were able to gather some 500 people at a very short notice. Swami ji taught us controlled breathing techniques of Pranayama like Kapalbhatia, Bahya, Anulom-Vilom and Yoga exercises for the betterment of our health. We are grateful to Swami ji for coming and thanks to Mr Natvar Taylor, committee member who arranged this visit.

 We are requesting everyone to come forward and donate as much as they can. This Mandir belongs to the entire Hindu community and with your cooperation assure you that the Management Committee will make every effort to build this New Mandir.
I would like thank everybody for listening patiently to this combined report written by the President, Mr. Baldev Krishen, Secretary, Mr. Ashok Nair (Myself) and Chairman of Trustees, Mr. A P Dharni. 
Thank you.
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